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For the PHILANTHROPIsT. 


REASONS 


WHY THE PEOPLE ARE THE BEST KEEPERS OF THEIR OWN 
LIBERTIES. 


(Continued from our laf.) 


"Tue ninth Reafon to juftify a free-ftate,-is, becaufe in 
free-ftates the people are lefs luxurious, than kings or gran 
dees, ufe to be. Now, this is moft certain, that where lux- 
ury takes place, there is as natural a tendency to tyranny, as 
there is frora the caufe tothe effect; for, you know the na- 
ture of luxury lies altogether in excefs. It is a univerfal de- 
pravation of manners, without reafon, without moderation ; 
it is the canine appetite of a corrupt will and phantafy, which 
nothing can fatisfy; but in every action, in every imagina- 
tion, it flies beyond the bounds of honefty, juft, and good, q 
into all extremity: fo that it will eafily be granted, that form b 
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of government muft needs be the moft excellent, and the peo- 
ple’s liberty moft fecured, where governors are leaft expofed 
to the baits and fnares of luxury. 

The evidence of this may be made out, not only by reafon 
but by examples old and new. And firft, by reafon, it is 
evident, that the people muft needs be lefs luxurious than 
kings or the great ones becaufe they are bounded within a 
more lonely pitch of defire and imagination: give them but 
panem & tircenfes; bread, fport and eafe, and they are abun- 
dantly fatisfied. Befides, the people have lefs means and 
opportunities for luxury, than thofe pompous ftanding pow- 
ers, whether in the hands of one or many: fo that were they 
never fo much inclined to vice or vanity, yet they are not able 
to run on to che fame meafure of excefs and riot. Secondly, 
as it appears they are lefs luxurious; fo, for this caufe alfo, it 
is clear, they (that is, their fucceffive reprefentatives) muft be 
the beft governors; not only, becaufe the current of fuccef- 
fion keeps them the lefs corrupt and prefumptuous; but alfo, 
becaufe, being the more free from luxurious courfes, they are 
likewife free from thofe oppreffive and injurious practices, 
which kings and grandees are moft commonly led and forced 
unto, to hold up the port and fplendor of their tyranny, and 
to fatisfy thofe natural appetites of covetoufnefs, pride, am- 
bition and oftentation, which are the perpetual attendants of 
great ones, and luxury. Thus much for reafon. 

Now, for example, we might produce a cloud of inftances 
to thew, that free-ftates, or the people dyly qualified with the 
fupreme authority, are lefs devoted to luxury, than the gran- 
dee or kingly powers: but we fhall give you only a few. 

The firft that comes in our way is the ftate of Athens, which 
whilft it remained free in the people’s hands, was adorned with 
fuch govenors as gave them up to a ferious, abftemious, fevere 
courte of life; fo that whilft temperance and liberty walked 
hand in hand, they improved the points of valour and prue 
dence fo high, that in a fhort time they became the only are 
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bitrators of all affairs in Greece, But being at the height, 
then (after the common fate of all worldly powers,) they be- 
gan to decline; for (contrary to the rules of a free-ftate) per- 
mitting fome men to greaten themfelves, by continuing long 
in power and authority, they foon loft their pure principles of 
feverity and liberty: for, upftarted thofe thirty grandees 
(commonly called the tyrants) who having ufurped a ftanding 
authority unto themfelves, prefently quitted the old dif- 
cipline and freedom, gave up themfelves firft to charm of lux- 
ury, and afterwards to all the practices of an abfolute tyranny. 
Such alfo was the condition of that ftate, when at another 
time (as in the days of Piftratus) it was ufurped in the hands 
of a fingle tyrant. 

From Athens let us pafs to Rome, where we find it in the 
days of Tarquin, diffolved into debauchery. Upon the 
change of government, their manners where fomewhat mend 
ed, as were the governors in the fenate: but that being a 
ftanding power, foon grew corrupt; and firft let in luxury, 
then tyranny, till the people being interefted in the government 
eftablifhed a good difcipline and freedom both together; which, 
was upheld with all feverity, till theten grandees, came in 
play; after whofe depofition, liberty and fobriety began to 
breathe again, till the days of Sylla, Marius, and other gran- 
dees that followed down to Cefar, in whofe time luxury and 
tyranny grew to fuch a height, that unlefs it were in the life 
and converfation of Cato, there was not fo much as one fpark 
that could be raked out of the afhes, of the old Roman difci- 
pline and freedom ; fo that of all the world, only Cato re- 
mained as a monument of that temperance, virtue and freedom 
which flourifhed under the government of the people. 

Omitting many other examples, our conclufion upon thefe 
particulars fhall be this, that fince the grandee or kingly pow- 
ers are ever more luxurious than the popular are, or can bes 
and fince luxury ever brings on tyranny, as the only bane of 
liberty 5 certainly the rights and privileges’ of the people, 
plac é 
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placed and provided for, in due and orderly fucceffion of their 
fupreme affemblies, muft needs remain more fecure in their 
own hands, than in any others whatfoever. 

A tenth reafon, to prove the excellency of a free-ftate or 
government by the people, above any other form of govern- 
ment, is, becaufe under this government, the people are ever 
indued with a more magnanimous, active, and noble temper 
of fpirit, than under the grandeur of any ftanding power 
whatfoever. And this arifes from that apprehenfion which 
every particular man hath of his own immediate fhare.in the 
public intereft, as well as of that fecurity which he poffeffes in 
the enjoyment of his private fortune, free from the reach of 
any arbitrary power. Hence it is that whenfoever any good 
fuccefs or happinefs betides the public, every one counts it 
his own: if the commonwealth conquer, thrive in dominion 
wealth or honour, he reckons all done for himfelf ; if he fees 
diftributions of honour, high offices, or great rewards, to va- 
liant, virtuous, or learned perfons, he efteems them as his 
own, as long as he hath a door left open to fucceed in the 
fame dignities and enjoyments, if he can attain unto the fame 
meafure of defert. This it is which makes men afpire unto 
great actions, when the reward depends not upon the will and 
pleafure of particular perfons, as it doth under all ftanding 
powers ; but is conferred upon men (without any confideration 
of birth or fortune) according to merit, as it ever is, and ought 
to be in free-ftates, that are rightly conftituted, 

The truth of this will appear much more evident, if you 
lift a little to take a view of the condition of people, under 
various forms of government: for, the Romans of old, while 
under kings, as you heard before) remained a very inconfi- 
derable people, either in dominion or reputation; and could 
never inlarge their command very far beyond the walls of their 
city. Afterwards, being reduced unto that ftanding power of 
the fenate, they began to thrive a little better, and, for a lit- 
tle time: yet all they could do, was only to ftruggle for a 
fubfiftance 
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fubfiftence among bad neighbours, But at length, when the 
people began to know, claim, and poflefs their liberties in 
being governed by a fucceffion of their fupreme officers and 
affemblies ; then it was, and never till then, that they laid 
the foundation, and built the ftructure of that wondrous em- 
pire that overfhadowed the whole world. And truly the 
founding of it muft needs be more wonderful, and a great ar- 
gument of an extaordinary courage and magnanimity, where- 
with the people was indued in recovery of liberty; becaufe 
their firft conquefts were laid in the ruin of mighty na- 
tions, and fuch as were every jot as free as themfelves: which 
made the difficulties fo much the more, by how much the 
more free (and confequently, the more courageous) they were, 
againft whom they made oppofition: for as in thofe days the 
world abounded with free~ftates, more than any other form, as 
all over Italy, Gallia, Spain, and Africa, &c. fo efpecially 
in Italy, where the Tufcans, the Samnites, and other emula- 
tors and competitors of the Roman freedom, approved them- 
felves fuch magnanimous defenders of their liberty againft 
Rome, that they endured wars fo many years with utmoft ex- 
tremity, before ever they could be brought to bow under the 
Roman yoke. This magnanimous ftate of freedom was the 
caufe alfo why Carthage was enabled fo long, not only to op- 
pofe, bur often to hazard the Roman fortune, and ufurp the 
laurel, It brought Hannibal within view, and the Gauls 
within the walls of the city, to a befieging of the capitol; to 
fhew, that their freedom had given them the courage to rob 
her of her ‘maiden-head, who afterwards became miftrefs of the 
whole world. But what ferves all this for, but only to fhew 
that as nothing but a ftate of freedom c6uld have enabled 
thofe nations with a courage fufficient fo long to withftand the 
Roman power: fo Rome herfelf alfo was beholden to this ftate 
of freedom, forthofe fons of courage which brought the necks 
of her fifter-ftates and nations under her girdle? And it is ob- 
fervable alfo in after times, when tyranny took place againft 
liberty 
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. MSerty, the Romans foon loft their ancient courage and mag- 
nanimity ; firft under ufurping di€ators, then under emperors, 
and in the end the empire itfelf. 

Now, as on the one fide, we feel alofs of courage and mag 
nanimity, follow the lofs of freedom: fo, on the other fide 
the people ever grow magnanimous and courageous upon a 
recovery ; witnefs at prefent, the valiant Swifles, the Hol- 
landers, and not long fince, our own nation, when declared 
a free ftate, and a re-eftablifhment of our freedom in the hands 
of the people procured, (though not fecured) what noble de- 
figns were undertaken and profecuted with fuccefs ? The con- 
fideration whereof, muft needs make highly for the honour of 
all governors in free-ftates, who have been, or fhall be inftru- 
mental in redeeming and fetting any people in a fulnefs of 
freedom, that is, in adue and orderly fucceffion of their fu- 
preme aflemblies. 


(To be continued in our next Number.) 


CT LE A cla NOONE A. IOLA 


For the PHILANTHROPIST. 


ON 
BRIBERY and CORRUPTION. 
(Concluded from our laft.) 


HE carried it fo far, that juft before the decifive viGtory at 
Cuceronea, the very prieftefs of Apollo at Delphi was ftrongly 
fufpeéted to have been tampered with by that prince: for the 
confederate army, who were then going to engage, for the 
common liberties of Greece, could get no manner of encour- 
agement from her ; fo that Demefthenes, who well knew the 
avarice of priefts and their juggling tricks, might eafily guefs 
that Philip had fecured the oracle. At another time, a grave 
looking Demogogue of Athens, who had long bawl’d at the 
exorbitant power of the king of Macedon, was at length pre- 
vailed 
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vailed upon, andstook the reward of his treachery with great 
complaifance. 

Thefe were the fuccefsful arts, which he ufed abroad ; and 
by fuch intrigues he often defeated the ftrongeft confederacies 
of all Greece. His adminiftration was wife, dreaded abroad, 
and refpeéted at home. What occafion could he have to pen- 
fion his own fubjets? Their love’ and efteem was founded 
upon the real conviction of the excellency of his government, 
and not upon that flippery foundation of corruption, He kept 
them honeft, by not tempting them to be otherwife. Even in 
a juft caufe, a gift perverts the mind; and, as Tully well ob- 
ferves upon this place, ‘* the receiver immediately becomes 
a bad man, and is always expecting greater bribes.” The 
plundef of a whole people is fufficient. To this honefty of 
the Macedonians, confirmed by their king, is to be attributed 
their true greatnefs of mind and perfonal courage. Tbe name 
of barbarians, which the over-wife Greeks were too apt to 
beftow upon their neighbours, now left them, even by the 
confeffion of thofe very Greeks, who, in a general aflembly 
of their confederate Republics, foon after placed Alexander at 
the head of that grand alliance, which gave him and his 
Macedonians the empire of the world. 

From the whole it is clearly evident, that an unpenfioned 
fubject will give the wifeft counfel to his prince, and will al- 
ways continue the moft faithful tohim. It is the true intereft 
of the princeto have fuch about him, as will not flatter him, 
and be flaves to his paflions, for the fake of his money. The 
greateft danger that can happen toa prince will arife from 
fuch of his own fervants, as from their own corrupt pririci- 
ples would fell him and his counfels to the common enemy. 
Treafon is too often the fatal attendant upon corruption. A 
government may be conducted with the greateft fecurity, with- 
out employing thofe pecuniary arts at home; for a wife ad- 
miniftration will always ftand upon its own legs, and fupport 

itfe. 
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4. without the affiftance of Gold. It an raife a whole 
people, almoft from a ftate of barbarity, to the height of great~ 
nefs and heroic virtue. 









ET ce EES SAI 


For the PHILANTHROPIST. 







A NEW SONG. 


ON THE DEMISE OF BRITISH LIBERTY. 
Tune ** Ere around the huge Oak.” 







| around the fam’d fabrick of Englifhmens rights, 
Foul corruption had dar’d to entwine; 

Ere the monfter Oppreffion had gain’d her proud heights, 
Or Britons had caufe to repine, _ 










Then the funfhine of freedom enliven’d our ifle, 
And peace gave us bleffings in ftore, 

Then contentment and plenty crown’d every toil, 
While juftice protected our fhore. 


But alas thefe [weet moments where now fhall we find, 
Each patriot muft here be a flave ! 

For the glory of nations, the rights of mankind ; 
In Britain has funk to the grave! ! 


WwW. H. G. 








